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James Uſher 


Late L. Arch Biſhop of Armagh, and” 
- Lord Primate of Ireland, 


Giving an Account of his Fore relling 
1. The Rebellion in telend fourty years before it came to paſs. 
I. The Confuſions and Miſeries of England in Chnrch & State. 
II The Death of King C HARL Es the firſt, 


IV. His own Poverty and Want. 1 
V. The Diviſiens in En 1 in matters of Religion, EC 
'Laſty, Of a great and Terrible Perſecution which ſhall fall 


1940 the Reformed Churches by the Peril, herein the then 
REP. Gould be chiefly concerned, 
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Strange and Remarkable Peevictions of 
that Holy; Learned, and excellent Biſhop, 
James Uſher late Lord Primate ꝙ Ireland, 


Primate and Arch- Biſbop, gives an Account, that a- 
mong other extraordinary gifts and graces, which ic 
pleaſed theAlmighty to beſtow upon him, he was won- 
derfully endued with a Spirit of Propheſie, whereby he gave out 
ſeveral true Predictions and Propheſies of things a great while 
before they came to paſs, whereof ſome we have ſeen fulfilled, 


and others remain yet to be accompliſhed, And though he was 


one that abhor'd Enthufiaſtick. Notions, being too Learned, 
Rational, and knowing, to admit of ſuch idle Freaks and Whim. 
ſies. Yet he profeſt, © That ſeveral times in his Life he had ma- 
" ny things impreſt upon his mind, concerning future Events, 
much warmneſs and importunity, that he was not 
able to keep them ſecret, but lay under an unavoidable ne- 


Ile Author of the Life of this Excellent and Worthy | 
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Bilhop Ulhers P1:ophelies. 3 
day for a year: he made this direct Application in Relation to 
the connivance at Popery at that time. From tbis year ( ſays he) 
will I recken the ſin of Ireland, that thoſe whom you now imbrace, 
ſhall be your Ruin, and you sball bear this, iniquity. Which pre- 
_ diction proved exactly true, for from that time 1601, to the 
year 1641, was juſt Forty years, in which it is notoriouſly 
known, that the Rebellion and Deſtruction of Ireland happened, 
which was acted by thoſe Popich Prieſts, and other Papiſts 
which were then connived at. And of this Sermon the Biſhop 
reſerved the Notes, and put a Note thereof in the Margent of 
his Bible; and for twenty Years before, he ſtill lived in the 
Expectation of the Fulfilling thereof: And the nearer the time 
was, the more confident he was, that it was near Accompliſh- 
ment; though there was no viſible appearance of any ſuch 
thing: And ( ſays Dr. Bernard) the Year before the Rebellion 
* broke forth, the Biſhop taking his leave of me, being then go- 
ing from heland to England, he adviſed me to a ſerious Preparati- 
on; for I ſhould fee heavy Sorrows and Miſeries, before I 


dA 


4 * ſaw him again; which he delivered with as great Confidence, 
» WW as if he had ſeen it with his Eyes: Which ſeems to verific 
e 1 that of the Prophet, Amos 3. 7. Surely, the Lord will do nothing, 
But he will reveal it to bis Servants, the Prophets. 
„From this Spirit of Propheſic, he fore-law the Changes and 
J. Miſeries of England in Church and State; for having in one of 
bis Books, [C called De Prim. Ecel. Brit. | given a large account 
„of the Deſtruction of the Church and State of the Brittains by 
the Saxont, about 550 Years after Chriſt: He gives this among 
6 > other Reaſons, why he inliſted ſo largely upon it: That he 
n ih fore - ſaw, that a like Judgement was yet bchind, if timely Re- 
' = pentance and Reformation did not prevent it: And he would 
- often Mourn upon the Fore-ſight of this, long before it 
Came. | Rr 

K From this Spirit he gave Mournful Intimations of. the Death 
— of our late Soveraign, Charles the firſt; of whom he would be 
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often ſpeaking with Fear and Trembling, even when the King 


- 
% 


had the greateſt Succeſs : And would therefore conſtantly pray 
and. give all advices poſſible, to prevent any ſuch thing. 
Prom this Spirit he fore-ſaw his own Poverty in worldly - 
things; and this he would often ſpeak of, wich admiration to 

the Hearers, when he was in his greateſt Proſperity ; which the 


Event did moſt certainly verify. 
From this Spirit be Predicted the Diviſions and Confuſions 


in England in Matters of Religion, and the fad conſequences 
thereof: ſome of which we have ſeen fulfill'd: And I pray 


God, the reſt which he feared, may not alſo be accompliſhed 


upon us. | 


- Laſtly, From this Spicit he fore-told, That the greateſt 
ſtroke upon the Reformed Churches was yet to come, and that 
the time of the utter Ruin of the See of Rome, ſhould be when 
ſhe thought her ſelf moſt ſecure : And as to this Laſt, I ſhall 


add a brief Account from the Perſons own hand, who was con- 
cerned therein; which followeth in theſe words. 


The Year before this Learned and Holy Primate A. Biſhop. 
Uſher dyed, I went to him, and carneſtly deſired him, to give 


me in Writing his Apprehenſions concerning Juſtification, and 
SanRification by Chrift 3 becauſe I had formerly heard him 


Preach upon theſe Points, wherein he ſeemed to make thoſe 


great Myſteries more Intelligible to my mean Capacity, than 


any thing which I had ever heard from any other: But becauſe 


J had but an imperfect and confuſed Remembrance of the Par. 
ticulars, I took the boldneſs to importune him, that he would 


pleaſe to give a brief account of them in Writing ; whereby I 


might the better imprint them in my Memorie ; of which he 
would willingly have excuſed himſelf, by declaring his inten- 
tions of not writing any more: Adding, That if he did write 
any thing it ſhould not exceed above a Sheet or two: But up- 


on my continued Imporeunity, I at laſt obtained his Promiſe. 


He coming to Town ſometime. after, was pleaſed to give me 
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__ Biſhop Uſhers Bzdphefies. 5 
a Viſit at my Houſe ; where I failed not to challenge the Bene- 
fire of the Promiſe he had made me: C He rephed) [ That he 
had not writ, and yet he could not Charge himſelf with any 
breach of Promile : For (/i he) I did begin to write, but when 
I came to write of Sanctification, that is of the New-Creature, 
= which God formeth by his Spirit in every Soul, which he doth 
= cculy Regenerate, I found fo little of it wrought in my ſelf, that 
I could ſpeak of it only as Parrots by Rote, and without the 
25 4 knowledge and underſtanding of what I might have expreſt, and 
therefore, I durſt not prefume to proceed any further upon it.] 
And when I ſcemed to ftand amaz'd, to hear ſuch an humble 
Confeſſion from ſo great and experienced a Chriſtian, He ad- 
= ded,[ I muſt tell you, We do not well underſtand what Sancti- 
= fication and the New-Creature are; It is no leſs than for a man 
to be brought to an intire Reſignation of his will to the will of 
> God, and to live in the Offering up of his Soul continually in 
the flames of Love, as a whole burnt Offering to Chriſt, and 
how little ( ſays he) are many of thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity 
= experimentally acquainted with this work on their Souls. 
= y this Diſcourle, I conceived he had very excellently and 
= clearly diſcovered to me that part of SanRification which he 
Was unwilling to write. Sts 
I, then preſumed to enquire of him what his preſent appre- 
benſions were concerning a very great Perſecution which ſhould 
> fall upon the Church of God in theſe Nations of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, of which this Reverend Primate had ſpoken 
wich great conhdence many years before, when we were in the 
-* higheſt and fulleſt ſtate of outward Peace and Settlement. I 
asked him whether he did believe thoſe fad times to be paſt, or 
1 5 they were yet to come, To which he anſwered, That the 
were yet to come, and that be did as confidently expeti it, as ever be 
ad done, adding, That this ſad Perſecution would fall upon all the 
= Proteftant Churches x Europe, I replyed, That 1 did hope it 
= might hare been paſt as to theſe Nations of ours, fince I thought, 
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thought, that though we, who were the People thereof, have 
been puniſhed much leſs than our ſins have deſerved, and that 


6 - Biſhop Uſhers Pꝛopheſies. 


our late Wars had made far leſs Devaſtations, than War com- 
monly brings upon theſe Countries where it pleaſeth God in 
Judgement to ſuffer it; yet we muſt needs acknowledge, that 


many great Houſes had been Burnt, Ruined, and left without 


Inhabitants, many great Families impoveriſhed and undone, 
and many Thouſand Lives alſo had been loſt in that bloody 
War, and that Ireland and Scotland, as well as England, had drunk 
very deep of the Cup of Gods Anger, even to the overthrow of 
the Government, and the utter Deſolation almoſt of a very great 
part of thoſe Countries, : 
But this Holy Man, turning to me and fixing his Eyes upon 
me with that ſerious and ireful look which he uſually had when 
he ſpake Gods Word and not his own, and when the Power of 
God ſeemed to be upon him, and to conſtrain him to ſpeak, 
which I could eaſily diſcern much to differ from the countenance 
wherewith he uſually ſpake to me; He ſaid thus. 
I. Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, for I tell you, all you have 
yet ſeen, hath been but the begining of ſorrows what is yet to 
come upon the Proteſlant Churches of Chriſt, who will ere long fall 


- undera wr er Perſecution than ever yet has been upon them; & 
a 


therefore (laid he to me} look you be not found in the Outward 
Court,but a worſhipper in the Temple before the Altar forChriſt 
will meafure all thoſe that profeſs his Name, and call themſelves 


his People: and the Outward worſhippers he will leave out, to be 


trodden down by the Gentiles. The Outward Court (ſays he) 
is the formal Chriſtian, whoſe Religion lies in performing the out- 
ſide duties of Chriſtianity, without having an inward Life and. 


Power of Faith and Love, uniting them to Chriſt, and theſe God, 
will leave to be trodden down and {wept away by the Gentiles; # 


But the worſhippers within the Temple, and before the Altar, 


are theſe who indeed worſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, whoſe. 3 
Souls are made his Temple, and he is honoured and adored. in, 
the moſt inward thoughts of their hearts, and they Sacrifice their 
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Biſchop Uchers P2opheſies, -—7 
Luſts and vile aſſections, yea, and their own wills to him: and 
theſe God will hide in the hollow of bis Hand, and under the 
XX ſhadow of his wings; and this ſhall be one great difference be- 
teen this laſt, and all other preczeding Perſecutions; For in the 


1at þ * 

but former, the moſt eminent and ſpiritual Miniſters and Chriſtians 
ne. did generally ſuffer moſt, and were moſt violently fallen upon, but 
dy in this laſt Perſecution, theſe ſhall be pzeſerved by God as a Seed 


upon the Church as ſoon as ever this ſtorm ſhall be over; for as it 
ſhall be the ſharpeſt, ſo ic ſhall be the ſhorteſt Perſecution of them 
all;and ſhall only take away the groſs Hypocrites and formal Pro- 
F feſſors, but the true Spiritual Believers (hall be preſerved till the 
= Calamitie be over paſt.] 
I then asked him by what means or inſt ruments this great Try- 
al ſhould be brought on. He anſwered, by the Papiſis; I replyed, 
that it ſeemed to me very improbable they ſhould be able to do 
it, ſince they were now little countenanced, and but few in 
theſe Nations, and that the hearts of the People were more ſet 
© againſt'them than ever ſince the Reformation, He anſwered 
© again, '* That it would be by the hands of Papiſs, and in the 
© way of a ſudden Maſlacre, and that the then Pope ſhould be 
the chief Inſtrument of it” | 
All this he ſpake with ſo great Aſſurance, and with the ſame 
7 ſerious and concerned Countenance, which I bave before Ob- 
ſerved him to have, when I have heard him foretell ſome- 
things which in all humane appearance were very unlikely to 
come to pafs, which yet I my ſelf have lived to ſee happen ac- 
= cording to his Prediction, and this made me give the more earneſt 
attention to what he then uttered: - | '/ . 
He then added; That the Papifs were in his Opinion the 
 X ©-Gentiles ſpoken of in the 1b of the Revelation to whom the 
- X © outward Court ſhould be left, that they might tread it under- 
foot; They having received the Gentiles worſhip in their as 
= * doring Images, and Saints departed, and in taking to them- 
ſelres many Mediators ; And this ( ſaid he) the Papifts is now 
Er Il 3. | deſigning 


| 5 to partake of that Glory which ſhall immediately follow and come 
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. mong themſelves, & therefore be ſure you be ready 
Ibis was the Subſtance, and I think (for the greateſt part} 
the very ſame words which this Holy Man ſpake to'me-ar the 
time before mentioned not long before his death, and which I 
"write down, that ſo great and notable a Prediction might not be 
* loſt and forgotten by my ſelf nor others. 75 3 Wk 
This gracious: Man repeated the ſame things in Subſtance to 
his only Daughter the Lady Tyrril, and that with many tears, 
and much about the ſame time that he had expreſt what is afor, 
"aid to me, and which the Lady Tyrril aſſured me of with her 
7 own. Mouth, to this purpoſe. r 5 
N That opening the Door of his Chamber, She found him with 
his Eyes lift up to Heaven, and the tears running a pace down 
his Cbeeks, and that he ſeemed to be in an Extaſie, wherein he 
continued for about half an hour, not taking the leaſt notice of 
her, though ſhe came into the Room, but at laſt turning to her, 
he told her. That his thoughts had been taken up about the Mi- 
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| | ſeries and Perſecutionsthat were coming upon the Churches of 
1 Chtiſt, which would be ſo ſharp and bitter, that the contempla- 
„ tion of them had fetched thoſe Tears from his Eyes, and that 
N he hoped he ſhould not live to ſee it, but poſſibly (he might, 
1 lor it was even at the door, Therefore take beed (ſays he ) that you 
| .._ _ bens jane fee: . ot edt [2 
1 _ The ſame things he alſo Repeated to the Lady Byſſe Wife to 


he preſent. Lord Chief Baron of frelend, but with adding this: 
circumſtance, That if they brought back the King, it might be 
| - delayed alittle longer; but ( ſayd he) It will ſurely come, tbere- 
. fore be ſure to look that ye be not found unprepared for it. 12 
1" To conclude in the words of Dr. Bernard, ſpeaking of this 
\ | Excellent Perſon · Now. howſoever I aum as far from heeding 
ll | 5 up © of Propheſies this way as any, yet with me it is not Impro- 
E +. 
| | 


© bable, chat ſo great a Prophet, ſo ſanflifed from his Youth, ſo 
© knowing and eminent throughout the Univerſal Church, migit 
© have at ſome ſpecial times more than ordinary Motions and Im- 
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pulſes in doing the watch-mans part, of giving warning, of 
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